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MINUTES

Present: David St. Pierre, Mark Schooley, Sorelle Willams, RJ Rodriguez, Brian Hopper
Staff: Robbie Silver 
1) Call to Order
David St. Pierre called the meeting to order.   

2) Approval of Minutes of October 11, 2012 Meeting
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the September 13, 2012 meeting
Motion was not carried to due the lack of attendance from the previous meeting
3) Items for Discussion
3a) Festival of Lights
Robbie Silver informed the committee that the switch on ceremony for the Festival of Lights will be on Friday, November 23 at 4:30 pm. 

3b) Fall Winter Fashion Show/ Branding of Fashion District 
Robbie Silver said Riverside is currently branded as a city of art, culture, and innovation and integrating a fashion component would enhance the downtown area. He said the Fall Winter Fashion Show will take place on Saturday, November 17th from 2-4 pm in the parking lot across from Aurea Vista. Sorrelle Williams and Robbie Silver have teamed up and completed a series of model casting calls and fittings. Sorelle Willams will be completing the run of show and music selection for the show. Robbie Silver said RDP will provide funding for the staging and marketing materials. Robbie Silver said RDP plans to host another fashion show in the spring between the 5th and 6th block. 
David St. Pierre asked how many stores are currently participating. Sorrelle Williams responded with about 14 between Aurea Vista and the downtown retailers. She explained that each store will showcase 2-3 looks. David St. Pierre also asked who will be handling the runway. Robbie Silver explained that RDP is taking care of the staging but is having difficulties acquiring a changing room. He said the owner of the “Dolled Up” location is unable to accommodate at this time. 

 RJ Rodriguez opened a discussion regarding how to effectively market downtown Riverside as a fashion district. He explained that in order to have a successful fashion district there needs to be a presence of manufacturers, retailers, and designers. He said the area of opportunity for downtown Riverside would need to keep adding to what we already have. To do so, we need to continue hosting fashion shows and create an “arts walk” night dedicated to fashion. 

Sorrelle Williams added that downtown Riverside does have national manufactures (Toni Moore Clothing and Terry Elliott). She said the area of opportunity is to bridge the gap between Area Vista and the other downtown retailers by raising awareness. She also added that there is a fashion component to the monthly farmer’s market called “Finders Keepers,” and doing something separate will take a lot of time. RJ Rodriguez said doing something separate geared towards fashion would be more beneficial. Mark Schooley asked if there is a specific organization that is local that promotes fashion within the area. RJ Rodriguez said he is working with David King of Social Culture which is a blogging website that promotes fashion within the Inland Empire. 
David St. Pierre asked if there is a possibility to move one of the fashion shows to an inside location. Brian Hopper said Aurea Vista is not an option due to their current capacity. David St. Pierre said RDP may want to look at the Culver Center or the Art Museum to avoid weather, sound, and lighting problems. He also added that the downtown salons need to get on board with future fashion shows. 
3c) Downtown Events 
Robbie Silver said the attendance at the Zombie Crawl this year was doubled from last year. This was due to the buzz that was generated through Facebook and refreshed marketing materials. He thanked the Cultural Committee for their support. 
Robbie Silver said Applebee’s Downtown Riverside will be hosting their annual Veterans Day celebration by giving free meals to veterans. RDP sent an invitation to city officials. 
Robbie Silver said RDP will once again offer a holiday window decorating contest. The judging this year will be done through Facebook. He said a memo has gone out to the downtown retailers encouraging them to participate. $100 will be given as a first place prize and $50 will go to second place. 

David St. Pierre said the Mission Inn Run will take place on Sunday, November 11th. He reported that the Human Roast House was able to double their attendance from last year. 
4) Items for information / Updates
4a) City Arts and Cultural Affairs
Margie Haupt was not in attendance to report on the city arts and cultural affairs. 
4b) Riverside Arts Council 
Patrick Brien and Rachael Dzikonski were not in attendance to report on the Riverside Arts Council. 

4c) Riverside Cultural Consortium
Mark Schooley had positive remarks regarding Long Night of Arts and Innovation.  
He encouraged Brian Hopper and RJ Rodriguez to attend the Cultural Consortium monthly meetings. He said the Cultural Consortium is still looking at a second location to accommodate the increase in participating vendors for Arts Walk. He also said the Arts Walk brochure is being redone and will be ready for distribution in a few weeks. 
Mark Schooley said there was a large crowd in attendance for the Day of the Dead celebration that was located between the Downtown Library, Orange and Lemon Street. 
5) New Business
Mark Schooley said there is a special exhibit held at their art gallery featuring works from the Native American groups from Northern Baja until Saturday November 10th. 
6) Adjournment 
David St. Pierre adjourned the meeting until the next meeting at Noon on Thursday, December 13, 2012.  
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